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An ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ is a way that all people can show awareness and respect 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage and the ongoing relationship the 
Traditional Custodians have with their Country. Both First Australian and non-Indigenous 
people can perform ‘Acknowledgement of Country’. It is a demonstration of respect dedicated 
to the Traditional Custodians of the lands (or sea) where the event, meeting, school function 
or conference takes place. 
It can be formal or informal. 
 

A ‘Welcome to Country’ is a Ceremony where Traditional Custodians, Elders, welcome people 
to their land. This is a significant recognition and is made through a formal process, although 
it is up to the Elder how they decide to carry out the Ceremony. It is also dependent on the 
location of the event and the practice of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community 
- which can vary greatly according to region. During a Welcome to Country the Traditional 
Custodians welcome those in attendance, guests, staff and students to their Country. It might 
be just a simple speech or a performance of some sort, like a song, traditional dance, a 
didgeridoo piece or any combination of these. Welcome to Country should always occur in 
the opening of the event in question, preferable as the first item. Note that a Welcome to 
Country is often considered a right and not a privilege. 
 

The Capricorn Coast Catholic Parish acknowledge the Darumbal People, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon & cared for this land for thousands of years.  

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment & relationship of Aboriginal  
& Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country  

& commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

 

 

 

 

   

St Benedicts Primary School 
07 4930 2744 

info@skyrok.catholic.edu.au  
 

Sacred Heart Primary School  
07 4994 8215 

shy@rok.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Ursula’s College 
07 4939 9600 

ursulas@stursulas.qld.edu.au  

St Brendan’s College 
07 4939 9300 

administration@sbc.qld.edu.au  
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CAPRICORN COAST CATHOLIC PARISH 

TIME DAY MASS  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

Lord, 
You are the good shepherd who calls us  

by name and asks us to follow You.  
 

May the Holy Spirit kindle the hearts of those who You  
are calling to the priesthood & consecrated life.  

 
Give them courage to respond to their vocation 

to serve Your Church.  
 

May all of us who seek to know you better,  
to faithfully follow Your call to holiness,  

and proclaim the gospel to the world.  
 

Amen. 
 

5:00pm Tuesday  
 

Mary Immaculate Church 

11:00am  
 

Wednesday  

Rosary & Adoration 

12:00pm Sacred Heart Church  

12:00pm Friday 
 

Sacred Heart Church   

8:00am Saturday 
10/7/21 

Mary Immaculate Church 

9:00am 
 

 
Sunday 
11/7/21 

Sacred Heart Church 

5:00pm Sacred Heart Church 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 

Gospel 
Mark 6:1-6 

Welcomer  1st Reading 
 Ezekiel 2:2-5 

 2nd Reading 
 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

8am Dave Bowman  Helen McIntyre  Gail Goodman 

9am Paul Worthington  Gordon Gauld  Karen Page 

5pm Volunteer needed  John Campbell  Margaret McAuliffe-Harris 

NEXT WEEK  

Gospel 
Mark 6:7-13 

 

Welcomer  1st Reading 
 Amos 7:12-15 

 2nd Reading 
 Ephesians 1:3-14 

8am Dave Bowman  Peter Maloney  Kathy Maloney 

9am Sean Fallis  Erin Hutchinson  Catherine Weaver 

5pm Margaret McAuliffe  
         -Harris  Bridget Daykin  Mark Kennedy 

BISHOP’S MASS - YOUTUBE LINK Bishop's Mass You Tube Link

   QLD CHECK IN AP  
 

 

        From 1:00am FRIDAY 9 July Parishes must comply with the Qld Check In Ap. 
      If you have not got the Qld ‘check in’ app here’s what you need to do: 

 download the app  www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld 

 enter your details then when you arrive 

 open the camera on your smartphone & hover over Parish QR code found at church entrances 

 Click the link that appears on your screen 

 Select ‘check in’ Done 

 

 

Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your faithful, 

enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit 

and they shall be created. 

And you shall renew the face of the earth. 

 

  

Let us pray. 

O God, who instruct the hearts of the faithful 

by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise, 

and ever to rejoice in your consolation. 

Through Christ, our Lord. Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQeYD6B2cSvFb4zqStn_Brg
http://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld?fbclid=IwAR0E0p4PmJiyYsnHUopgukq19B64NiQq5pRdQlnrvkxeMf2_Go1G565pz7Q
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CATHOLIC MEN’S GATHERING 
 

The Catholic Men’s Gathering is an initiative of the Australian Catholic Bishops with the aim of inspiring 
and encouraging men with a vision for personal discipleship, service and mission in the family, 
parish/diocese, and the world. This event was held in an online format last year & the organising team 
has decided to run another online event for 2021, which will go live on 31 July 2021. If you require any 
further information, please contact Michael Otto on email:  Michael.Otto@rok.catholic.net.au 
 

PARISH APPOINTMENTS 
 

Bishop Michael has made the following appointments: 
 

❖ Fr Simeon Uchendu, Parish Priest of The Valleys Region (Biloela, Monto, Theodore & Moura) 
 

❖ Fr Ashwin Acharya, assisting the Parishes of South Mackay from 17 July – 3 September 2021 
Associate Pastor to the Parish of Gladstone from 4 September 2021 

 

Sunday 17 July & 24 July 2021 
50% off sale at the Piety Stall in the Sacred Heart Church Foyer 

Sales are Cash only, no EFTPOS available 

UPDATE  
An update on Bishop Michael’s Hip replacement surgery. They 
have had him up walking around a little bit every day. He will 
be undergoing re-hab over the next few weeks.       He does 

appreciate all the well wishes & prayer support. 
 

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith? Do you know someone who is interested in becoming a 
Catholic? Do you know someone who feels a yearning to return ‘home’? R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 

is active in the Capricorn Coast Parish. For more information contact the Parish Office 4933 6171 or Sue 4925 0462. 
Xavier School of Mission Rockhampton & Mission Dinner with Fr Warren Kinne 
What exactly is the mission of the Church & what role can you play in it? If you are interested in 
learning more about the Church’s mission, register for this free event in Rockhampton 18 – 21 July. 
You are also invited to join with the participants of the Xavier School of Mission to a Mission Dinner 
on Monday 19 July. Fr Warren Kinne who is a Bundaberg-born Columban Father will talk about his 
experience of ministering in China for 20 years. There is an opportunity for Mass first at 5pm at   St 
Joseph’s Cathedral & dinner will begin 6pm at Our Lady’s Hall in The Cathedral College.  
These events are free, but spaces are limited, to register scan the QR Code or go to 

https://tickets.org.au/RockhamptonDiocese/XSOMRockhampton & select ‘Mission Dinner’.  
For any questions contact eo.mission@rok.catholic.net.au. Donations are welcomed and can be made on arrival. 

 

Mercy Associates Loving Kindness Retreat 
Date: Saturday 10 July after the 9am Mass Venue: St Joseph’s Cathedral Parish Function Room Retreat  

Guide: Marg Trevethan More details in later Bulletins All welcome! 
 

"Moving Forward in Faith... Holiness in the Ordinary" will be held Friday 9:30am 16 July 2021.  
This prayer service will be hosted by the Uniting Church, Emu Park. We look forward to your attendance. 

 Names & addresses need to be registered ahead of time for covid tracing. 

We Pray for those who are SICK & those who have DIED 
We Pray for those who are SICK: 

Priscilla Graham, Eli Kent, Meegan Sommereld, + Michael McCarthy, Elizabeth Hill, Tony Weekers, Jan Boyd 

We Pray for those who have DIED: 
Tess Taaffe, Winifred Corbett, Pat Ellrott, Cecilia Sutton, Dean Jarrett, Patricia Wilson, Maria McLoughlin, Honor Mitchell, 

Margaret Robillard, Frances Windress, Margaret Lambrick, Margaret Curley, Shirley Tynan, Donald Collier 

Anniversary of the Deceased: 
Margaret Staines, Rhonda Ferry, Ivy Halberstater, Robert Maguire, Shona Stanley, Tomas Cossid, Bill Halberstater 

 

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013), and is committed to 
safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults. For further information or support please contact the Diocesan 

Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office: Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au 
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/ 

To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http:// 
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html 

Queensland Professional Standards Office: www.psoqld.catholic.net.au/ 

mailto:Michael.Otto@rok.catholic.net.au
https://tickets.org.au/RockhamptonDiocese/XSOMRockhampton
mailto:eo.mission@rok.catholic.net.au
mailto:pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
http://www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html
http://www.psoqld.catholic.net.au/
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21 June 2021 
 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ 
 
Re:  Pastoral Letter to the Diocese of Rockhampton – Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) 

Legislation 
   
In today’s first reading from the Book of Wisdom, we hear, “Yet God did make human beings 
imperishable, God made humankind in the image of his own nature”1.  These words express a 
belief that is at the heart of our Catholic faith: that we are made in the image and likeness of God 
and so life, made of both body and soul is sacred and carries a God-given dignity. Life is the first 
Good that God has given us and therefore we must do all we can to defend and protect life, 
especially when it is most vulnerable. 
 
This concern plays a central role in the Christian vocation. Today, our defence and care for the 
vulnerable must be carried out in new and worrying circumstances, especially in the light of the 
issue of voluntary assisted dying also known as euthanasia. The Queensland Parliament is 
proposing to legalise euthanasia, with a bill introduced on May 25th. I write to you to voice my 
concerns and to highlight our Catholic arguments against this piece of legislation that will go to a 
vote of the Parliament in September this year. 
 
 
Reasons for the Church’s Opposition to this legislation 
 
The Church believes that euthanasia or assisted suicide is a grave moral act because it is the 
intentional and direct taking of an innocent human life.2  It is a practice that is in contrast to the 
vision of health care from a Catholic perspective, the first principle of which is “do no harm”.3  This 
means that the aim of medical care should be to heal someone who is ill, and if healing is not 
possible, then to care for that person until his or her earthly life is finally over. Scripturally, we see 
this approach in the parable of the Good Samaritan told by Jesus.4  The Good Samaritan did not 
abandon the stranger he met on the road, but ensured he received medical attention and other 
forms of care that ensured his life and dignity were respected. The act of euthanasia as a direct 
form of taking life is contrary to the actions of the Good Samaritan. Euthanasia is also contrary to 
other parts of the Sacred Scriptures, notably the Decalogue in the commandment of “Thou Shalt 
Not Kill”5.  These parts of the Scriptures call us to influence our society to be committed to healing 
and never harming; relieving pain and symptoms of illness and frailty; and never abandoning those 
in our care, and certainly not intentionally ending life. 
 

 
1 Wisdom 2:23. 
2 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Samaritanus Bonus. 2020. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Luke 10:30-35. 
5 Deuteronomy 20:13. 

mailto:bishop@rok.catholic.net.au
http://www.rok.catholic.net.au/
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200714_samaritanus-bonus_it.html.


Bishop Michael McCarthy 

 

Countering the Arguments of Compassion & Dignity 
 
Often, the values of compassion and dignity are used to advocate for euthanasia. People refer to 
the need for a dignified death and that in some circumstances it is compassionate to allow a 
person to end his or her life. These arguments were made in the speech to introduce the legislation 
in the Queensland Parliament.6  However, as Catholics we have a different understanding of 
compassion and dignity founded on our first principle of health care: try to heal and if you cannot, 
then care. It is a principle that is at the heart of palliative care which needs to be more fully 
available throughout Queensland. Good palliative care is compassion in action for it alleviates pain 
and suffering and brings calm to a person in the last phase of earthly life. Palliative care, along with 
the vigil that families keep at the bedside of their dying loved ones, surrounding the person with 
love and affection and, with the prayers and the sacraments of the Church, form the basis of 
Christian compassion for a person in the last stage of life.7 
 
We also remember that human dignity is God-given. It is not like a commodity and therefore is not 
measured by the quality of life. From the moment of conception, made in the image and likeness of 
God, the human person carries that dignity into eternity. Dignity never leaves us. We uphold dignity 
by the care, respect and love we give and not by intentionally taking life away.8 
 
Many of us will have experienced what it is like to journey with a loved one in the last stage of his 
or her life. At that time, just like a baby in the womb, the human person is totally vulnerable. 
However, when our terminally ill loved ones are accompanied with good palliative care, and with 
love, and respect for their dignity and for their inalienable right to life as a human person made in 
the image of God, they can continue to live fulfilled lives to the very end. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
In this present age, we will find that our faith will be counter cultural on many issues. The issue of 
euthanasia is one of them. There is a strong view in the community that this legislation ought to be 
enacted by our Parliament. Already, Members of Parliament are seeking the views of their 
electorates on this issue. I ask that we make sure that our Catholic voice is heard in this debate as 
a voice that seeks to defend the right to life, especially for our vulnerable and elderly people.  
Please try not to be wearied by yet another challenge to our values. We have Christ and his 
message of hope for the world, and it is a hope that needs to be proclaimed to people when the 
horizon of the end of their earthly life appears. As Catholics we have the choice to die with dignity, 
surrounded by the compassion that is found in good medical care, the love of family and friends, 
and the embrace of the Church by its prayers and sacraments.  In choosing other ways to die, we 
may not always be supported in this way by the community of the Church. I urge you to 
contemplate being in the loving sacramental arms of our Church so that our dying will be in the 
presence of our God. 
 
In conclusion I encourage you, the faithful of the Diocese of Rockhampton, to make our Catholic 
voice known in this debate.  Let us continue to advocate that good palliative is available for all, and 
that euthanasia will not become the “new normal” in end-of-life care, thus opening up new dangers 
for the vulnerable and elderly that we cannot yet perceive. 
 
May God bless us all. 

 
Most Rev Michael McCarthy 
Bishop of Rockhampton 

 
6 Brisbane Times, May 25th 2021, “Protests as Qld Euthanasia Bill is Introduced.” 
7 Samaritanus Bonus. 
8 Ibid. 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20200714_samaritanus-bonus_it.html.

	Cap Coast Bulletin 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 04-07-2021.pdf
	21271 Pastoral Letter - VAD Legislation June 2021.pdf

