Take 2 with Jesus

Daily Reflections on the Sunday
Gospel

Week beginning Sunday 22" March

Jesus calls us to life.

This week’s reflections are based on the Gospel reading for the 5th Sunday of
Lent (Jn 11:1-45). Further reflections on this Gospel can be found at
https://prayasyoucan.com.au/sunday_programmes/Sth-sunday-lent-year-a/.

Sunday

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was for two more days.

(In 9:5)

It is significant that this last and greatest sign of Jesus was done for friends
and abounds in the marks of friendship: the trust between Jesus and the
sisters; the openness with which they confront him; the love between
Jesus and the sisters that draws out their extraordinary belief. This is the
type of friendship to which we are called.

Loving Jesus, give me the faith and love of Martha and Mary that I can
truly approach you as my friend.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day by pondering on what you expect
from a close friend.


https://prayasyoucan.com.au/sunday_programmes/5th-sunday-lent-year-a/

Monday

Martha said to Jesus,
‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that even now,
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’
(Tn 9:21-22)

Martha’s dialogue with Jesus is one of the extraordinary moments in the
Gospels. She is audacious in her faith and Jesus draws her out even more.
Yet when Jesus orders the tomb opened, she objects. Her faith can only go
so far. Her belief in Resurrection is for ‘after death’, her understanding of
Jesus is as ‘the greatest intermediary with God’.

Loving Jesus, as you draw me out in faith in the difficult times of life,
may I continue to believe even when I do not understand.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day by recalling the times jesus has
challenged your faith.

Tuesday

Jesus said,
‘T am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me,
even though that person dies, will live.’
(In 11:25)

This is the core of our Christian faith...and the extraordinary reversal of
our way of thinking. What seems like the implacable end to life is not.
Through this extraordinary thing called belief, death is transformed into
life.

Loving Jesus, every day in differing ways I face the reality of death and
destruction. Give me the faith to see that these are the places where your
Spirit delights in transforming with your creative love.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day, by recognising situations you
think are ‘dying’, try to see how God can bring ‘life’ through you.



Wednesday

Martha said, “Yes, Lord T believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
the one who was coming into the world.’

(Tn 11:27)

In the midst of her grief and her disappointment with him, Jesus draws
from Martha this amazing profession of faith. Without the crisis of
Lazarus’ illness and death, she probably wouldn’t have come to this faith.
It was when she was broken, that she could be transformed.

Loving Jesus, let me see that challenge, suffering and pain can school me
into the glorious vision of faith.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day by recalling what challenges have
changed your way of thinking and acting.

Thursday

At the sight of her tears, ... Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh
that came straight from the heart, “Where have you put him?’ ... Jesus wept.
(In 11:33-35

At the tomb, Jesus groans and weeps in grief. While being One with God,
knowing that his hour for overcoming sin and death is near, he still shows

how he is one with his friends. He experiences the emotions that we
should have before death.

Loving Jesus, let me face my own griefs knowing you are with me. Then
may I show true compassion to others in grief.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day by bringing your griefs to Jesus.



Friday

Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
‘LCazarus, come out!” The dead man came out,
his hands and feet bound with bands of stuff, and a cloth round his face.’
(In 11:43-44)

Bound tightly in his burial clothes, Lazarus cannot see and can barely
shuffle, but he can hear. It is the voice of his friend, calling in love, that
gives him the power to do the impossible: emerge from the tomb. Jesus
too calls us to leave those places in our lives where we feel caught in
darkness and death.

Loving Jesus, let me listen to your voice, the voice of a friend, when your
call me from the dead places of my life.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day by listening to the voice of Jesus
calling you to life.

Saturday

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, let him go free!’
(Tn 11:44)

Amazingly, Jesus has brought Lazarus back to life. All around must have
been stunned. But then Jesus calls on Lazarus’ other friends to unbind
him. He draws them into the drama of bringing Lazarus back to life and
Lazarus has to accept being unbound by others.

Loving Jesus, show me where I need to share in your saving love by
unbinding others, and let me accept the care that others give to me.

Pray the words that Jesus taught us...Our Father, who art in heaven...

Continue your prayer through this day by recognising the place in your life
that need to be unbound.
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